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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

John Fowles’ The French Lieutenant’s Woman is a well-known novel which has drawn a host of essays from critics, so you need a special angle to say something new and relevant about this text. Nespor’s starting point is the observation that there seems to be a conflict between the conventions of Victorian realism, which Fowles deploys, and the postmodern attitudes of writing to which he also ascribes. Nespor sets out to analyse their relationship in the novel – with convincing results.
His very comprehensive introduction leads us to this theoretical question of how the two mutually exclusive ways of writing are related. One might get the impression here that he attempts too much all at once, and that it might have been better if he had reserved the discussion of the more special aspects of his topic to an additional chapter following the introduction. We have a slight structural problem here, which also applies to the conclusion in which he introduces new and additional thoughts - which is against the conventions of academic writing, but documents his ambition to do justice to his subject. 
The main part of his thesis analyses in four main chapters – intertextuality, narrative structure and the narrator, the enigmatic main character Sarah, and fragmentation - the postmodern conventions of representing reality in Fowles’ novel, whereby the initial observations about this conflict play a major role. In the chapter ‘fragmentation’ he puts his emphasis on the discussion of the three suggested endings, which once again makes it clear that Fowles plays with his readers and is bent on the deconstruction of realistic conventions of narration.
Nespor’s thesis convinces by his high level of reflection. His English is fluent and adequate throughout, even if the occurrence of occasional typos cannot be overlooked. 



	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Which role does the existentialist philosophy which Fowles deploys play with regard to the aesthetic structure of the novel? How is this philosophy put into practice?
2) The novel is an early example of postmodernism in English literature. Do you know other examples from the same time? In which literature?
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