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	Thesis statement formulation 
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Petra Filoušová’s thesis focuses on the life and two memoirs of Joan Didion, an American writer. 
Strengths

1. The thesis reads well and has a logical structure easy to follow. 

2. The thesis focuses on two major themes in Didion’s selected memoirs: loss and grief. The analysis incorporates interpretation of the memoirs through the lens of psychiatry, namely Fisher’s (2023) interpretation of Kubler-Ross’ stages of grief. 
3. The paper meets formal requirements. The bibliography contains the most recent sources important for the given topic.

4. The author knows the texts she analyzes and uses fragments from the memoirs to prove her points.
5. Conclusions summarize the main points discussed in the thesis well. 

Weaknesses

6. The thesis requires proofreading as grammatical mistakes or cohesion issues pop up at times. For example, sometimes “New Journalism” is capitalized and sometimes it is not. 
7. There is a bit of discrepancy between “zadání” and bibliography. There is some difference in the title of McLennan’s book (cf. p. 45, plus pages of the cited chapter are missing) and Jan Whitt became Witt (p. 46). 
8. At times, there are overgeneralizations or lack of references: e.g., “researchers and experts in the field use a lot of synonyms” (p. 10), “According to Clarke” (p. 12, Clarke is not referenced and not in the bibliography). 
9. I would suggest including in the chapter on thematic analysis how and against what theoretical background the themes of grief and loss would be interpreted.  

	Questions to be answered by student:

1. What is the place of the two memoirs among Didion’s creative works? What critical acclaim did they receive? 
2. What elements of Didion’s New Journalism style can be traced in the memoirs? 
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