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	Odůvodnění hodnocení práce:

The thesis brings to attention a less known representative of New Journalism, Joan Didion, and analyses her two memoirs with focus on personal themes connected with loss and death and the grieving. 
The thesis is well-structured, objectives and thesis statement is clearly stated in the Introduction and the execution in the subsequent analysis of the memoirs is well-done. The author reaches an interesting conclusion, which deems the analysis and thesis worth-while, as it expores in depth Didion’s radically different approach to her own grief, and, quite surprisingly, shows that it was easier for her to deal with her daughter’s death than her husband’s.
The thesis demonstrates meticulous approach to terminology and methods used to achieve the goals stated in the introduction. The analysis of the two memoirs is detailed and with clear focus on the topic. I especially appreciate the comparative chapter at the end of the thesis, which succintly summarizes the differences between the memoirs regarding the chosen themes.
Shortcomings can be found in:

· The work with sources, for example missing reference to Joan Didion’s quote at the beginning of the 2nd chapter or W. B. Yeats’ poem „The Second Coming“ on page 14. Other than that, the author works with a rich selection of sources in a satisfactory manner.
· Minor formal issues – like unindented paragraphs (for example page 18, 22, 25)

· Language issues – the writing style feels wooden at times and the thesis would benefit from unification of tenses (for example, on page 23 both past tense and present tense alternate when describing Didion’s memoir, resulting in sentences like „one of the first coping mechanisms she chose to overcome John’s death is going through the day step by step“).
All in all, the author presents an interesting, well-researched and informative thesis, shedding light on a lesser-known representative of New Journalism and her personal life, which was tightly connected with her journalistic work. 


	Otázky k obhajobě:

1. How do you interpret the fact that Didion found it easier to deal with her daughter’s death than her husbands? Is it possible to say that in case of her daughter’s death Didion experienced the 5 stages of grief in some altered form?
2. In chapter on Joan Didion you write that „in the context of the new journalism, one can observe that Didion reported on these events and positioned herself in the story at the same time“ (p. 17) Can similar approach be found also in the two memoirs you analysed in your thesis?
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