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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

In the theoretical section, the author introduces transhumanism, describing the origins and development of the movement, including comparisons to earlier philosophical programs. An interesting 7-page discussion follows in which various reactions to aspects of the movement are presented; this section is organized around the themes of proponents and opponents of facets of transhumanism, an approach which the thesis author admits is an expedient simplification, as many thinkers accept some aspects of transhumanism and reject others. This represents a reasonably nuanced perspective. In the next chapter, three paradigms of transhumanism are presented – cosmic, personal and civitas transcendence. 

Unfortunately the background chapter that follows briefly introducing the novels Brave New World (1932) and Neuromancer (1984) does not fit into the thesis. These works were recommended to the thesis writer for comparison as speculative fiction featuring aspects of transhumanism, but finally nothing from the works is connected to the analysis in any real way. The two novels are fleetingly mentioned again in the conclusion as “literary examples,” but it can be said that references to these works should have been deleted completely from the final draft of the thesis. The novels are, tellingly, also not listed in the bibliography.

The three paradigms of transhumanism mentioned above are applied to the MCU characters of Iron Man, Captain America and Hulk. Cohesion is maintained somewhat by the use of sources from the background (e.g., Lilley, Fukuyama, Moravec) in the analysis. Many specific examples from films of the MCU are presented. Still, the exploration could have been deeper, as some interesting potential challenges and consequences of attempts to transcend the limitations of what is (today) considered “human” are presented in the background, but are not referred to in the analysis of the MCU characters.

The English is generally at an acceptable level, and the thesis introduces many thought-provoking concepts and perspectives. It is clear that the student has learned a lot through her investigations, and in my opinion this thesis should be accepted by the committee.


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Based on your research, identify a few specific transhumanist technologies and describe some potential advantages that they might bring. What are some potential threats or dangers? 

2) While they may share a few general characteristics, superhero and cyberpunk narratives are not the same. What are some differences between the two modes?
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