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	Structure

	Outline and division
	A
	B
	xC
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	F

	Language level
	A
	xB
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Formatting (citations, presentation)
	A
	B
	xC
	D
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	F

	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	A
	B
	xC
	D
	E
	F

	Sources and their utilization
	A
	B
	xC
	D
	E
	F

	Methods of processing the research problem
	A
	B
	C
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	xE
	F
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	A
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

At first sight, it might seem as if the structure of the thesis is logical, but this applies only to its surface. All in all, the theoretical parts about the Southern Gothic and the grotesque are much too long, and while the part about the Southern Gothic is still acceptable, although far from perfect, the discussion about the grotesque remains ‘cloudy’, the selection of secondary sources which are discussed are partly arbitrary, and the section on the whole is not very enlightening, if not partly non-sensical. What is missing in this theoretical section is the ‘connecting link’ between the Southern Gothic and the grotesque.
Instead, the candidate continues with a biographical section that informs us about the author but not about the focus of his thesis. As late as page 30, he tries to makes a connection, but again we are disappointed because he doesn’t say much about how the Gothic relates to the grotesque. Instead, he sifts through a number of short stories, often losing his focus. It remains unclear how the Gothic and the grotesque relate to each other. All in all, the interpretations are descriptive, vague and superficial. Moreover, this section which is to contain the focus of this thesis is much too short. So is the Conclusion, which once again makes it clear that the candidate considers the grotesque and the Gothic as two different styles of writing without trying to make connections between them.


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) What is the relation between the Gothic and the grotesque, from a theoretical point of view?
2) Why, do you think, can the two styles of writing be met especially frequently in Southern writing?
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