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ABSTRAKT
Ve své bakal@ké praci se zabyvam otazkou emigr@eehoslovak do Spojenych Stét

Americkych se zvlaStnimuglazem na hlavniifiny vysthovalectvi z¢eskych zemi do
USA.

V prvni ¢asti této bakai&ké prace je zpracovana problematika emigraiskych
zemi z historického hlediska, v dalSim oddile jqmak podroba zpracovany hlavni
emigrani viny, které se odehraly v letech 1948 a 1968.

Treti ¢ast popisuje prostorovou distribuééského etnika v USA a jeho asimilaci,
piicemz ¢tvrtd a poslednitast mé bakatdké prace se soisti vyhrad® na emigraci
Cechi do Chicaga.

Klicova slova: emigrace, imigrac€esi, ceské zemy, CeskoslovenskoCechoslovaci,

Spojené Staty Americkéfiginy emigrace, emigetmi viny, asimilace, Chicago

ABSTRACT

In my bachelor thesis, | deal with the issue of €@zemigration to the United States of
America while the main focus is on factors thatvdr&zechs to emigrate to the USA.

The first part of my bachelor thesis describesgeation from the Czech Lands
from historical point of view; the next part aintsdxplain the major emigration waves of
1948 and 1968 in detail.

The third part addresses spatial distribution assimilation of Czech minority in
the USA and finally, the fourth and the last pdriny bachelor thesis discusses the Czech

emigration to Chicago in particular.

Keywords: emigration, immigration, Czechs, Czechdss Czechoslovakia,

Czechoslovaks, the USA, push factors, emigrationesaassimilation, Chicago
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INTRODUCTION
In my bachelor thesis, | deal with emigration fraghe Czech Lands to the USA in

particular. The main goal of my thesis is to previan overview of major emigration
waves because emigration itself played a very Sagmit role in the history of our country
and should therefore be remembered. Moreover, leaddhe most significant push factors
that drove Czechs to leave their homeland.

In the first section of my bachelor thesis, | amthe history of Czech emigration
to America since the early %entury until the eventful year 1948 in order feader to
get acquainted with the political development ie tBzech lands. The most significant
historical events that were directly related to gmaion together with the main motives of
Czech emigrants can also be found in this chapter.

The second part is focused on the period of tlaesy£948-1989. Flee that occurred
during that era deserves our attention especiababse of the fact that it has only been
ended recently. In other words, it is a part of Brodhistory of our country that should not
be forgotten. | mention at least some of the ingestthe Czech people experienced during
those 41 years.

My bachelor thesis is not complete without thedrechapter where | discuss the
spatial distribution and assimilation of Czech mnityoin the USA. Here, | talk about the
most significant pull factors that motivated mangeCh people to leave their homes for
America. | have picked three US states (Texas, laweh\Wisconsin) that belonged to those
destinations that were most popular with Czech ignamts. In addition, | mention
common obstacles that had to be overcome afteartiveal to America as well as the way
to assimilation of the Czech ethnicity.

The last section addresses the situation of Czeckhicago. | have chosen this
city to talk about because it is famous for being of the most important centres of Czech
immigrants in the USA. Moreover, as the Chicagoettiesnent is different from the rural
settlements in Texas for example, the processsimdation is slightly different, too. The
way of assimilation of Czech minority is explain@dsub-sections where | talk about the
attitudes of Czechs to education, politics or aaltlife.
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1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The United States of America have always beenddttigh many people of all possible
origins. They have been coming in great numbersrder to explore and to settle in a
newly discovered continent. English, French, Swediead many others came seeking
religious as well as political freedom. Some ofnthiest wanted to escape the poverty they
suffered at home and find cheap land and bettergigonditions for themselves and their
families. In 1607, the first permanent colony wasrfded by English newcomers. It should
also be mentioned that the main intention of thgliEh King James I. (1603-1625) was
not to control The New World but to take advantageats natural resources. The first
settlers were therefore not concerned with thepgeoty of the newly established colony
but rather with tobacco growing and gold searchifdg.a result of this attitude, early
settlers had to face considerable difficulties.eames, conflicts with Native Americans and
high rate of mortality were among the most sigaificcomplications.

Having suffered big population losses; newly egthbd colonies were in urgent
need of labour force. New immigrants were therefome than welcomed by that time.
Arriving from various parts of the world, many neweers began forming a new nation.
First restrictions of immigration came during Johdams’ presidency in period between
the years 1797-1801. However, it took some timeorgethe laws were applied which
resulted in even greater immigration wave. Furtleenfederal government was not in
charge of counting newcomers before 1891. Prewoushly local governments were
responsible for immigration issues. In other wordsdid not take much for white
immigrants to become American citizens. All theyllia do was to apply for citizenship
and stay in the USA for five years. A major devetgmt in US immigration policy
occurred in 1920s when several highly restrictigts avere passed in order to decrease the
number of newcomers both from Europe and Asia.

As has been shown in previous paragraphs, peomie the entire world pictured
America as a place where they could finally reattzeir dreams and hopes for the future.

In his book “Czechs in America”, lvan Dubovicky icte that “[...] the migration of people

! Stephanie Sakson-Forfihe Czech Americar(®lew York, Philadelphia: Chelsea House Publish£#89),
7, David Mauk, John Oaklandidmerican Civilization: An IntroductiofLondon and New York: Routledge,
2006) , 48, 51, BBC Home, “Historic Figuregdames I, King of England, VI King of Scotland (18625),
2009, http://lwww.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/jaméskingshtml.

> Hasia Diner, “Immigration and U. S. History,America.goy http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-

english/2008/February/20080307112004ebyessedo@¥21@¢ml, Mauk, OaklandAmerican Civilization:
An Introduction 58, 59.
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iIs a universal phenomenon that accompanied humdhrgughout its entire history”
(Dubovicky 2003, 7). It is obvious that reasons wigople leave their homelands are
changing constantly. At the same time, however,plgeavill always be attracted by
countries with prosperous economy and stable palittonditions where they can live
better lives than in their home countries that caroffer their inhabitants what they are
longing for. The USA can undoubtedly serve as atgexample of such country even
though it has not always been entirely positive uhbthe notion of migratiofi.
Unfortunately, unlike the USA, Czech lands rathelong to those less fortunate
countries that have experienced many waves of atiogr. lvan Dubovicky suggests that
the most common reasons were location of our cgumtd more influential European
countries. Moreover, Czech nation was weakened ideradly by various political,
cultural or religious conflicts that were undoublye@mong the most significant factors that

pushed Czechs from their homeladds.

1.1  Beginnings of Emigration from the Czech Lands to Aerica
Vast number of Czechs (about 200, 000) left for Neev World in the first half of the 17
century. By that time, Europe and especially CzZlechis suffered from the destructions
caused by the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) thainsted from the hatred of Catholics
against Protestants and visa versa. This war hiaenegly negative consequences for those
Czechs who did not belong to the Catholic Chureh.1627, an orthodox Catholic
Ferdinand Il made it clear for all the Protestahts they belonged to the “banned group”
(Mauk and Oakland 2006, 59) which means that thegewnot allowed to stay in Czech
Lands any longer unless they converted. As a reduhis resolution, those people were
either expelled from Czech lands or they left vedwity.”

Thanks to Amerigo Vespucci’s letter that was tlatesl to Czech language, people
in Czech lands were more or less aware of the engst of The New World at the

beginning of the 1B century. It should also be mentioned that famozsct educator Jan

* Mauk, OaklandAmerican Civilization: An Introductior8, Ivan DubovickyCesi v Americe: Czechs in
America(Praha: PraZzska edice, k. s., 2003), 7, Andredd¥arand Pavel BarSgiistehovalectvi a liberalni
stat: Imigracni a integrani politiky v USA, zapadni Evréa Cesku(Brno: Masarykova Univerzita v Bén
Mezinarodni politologicky Ustav Brno, 2005), 51.

* Dubovicky, Ce&i v Americe: Czechs in Amerida

*FrantiekCapka, “Dgjiny zemfi Korunyceské v datech¥Il. VIada Habsburk a protireformace
http://www.libri.cz/databazegjiny/Gvody_4.html#habd,ucie Tes#ova, ‘Cesi v Americe,” (diploma diss.,
Ostravska Univerzita v Ostr&y2005), 16, Rodinna encyklopediegtwych &jin (Praha: Reader’s Digest
Vybér, s. r. 0., 2000), 634, 635.
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Amos Comenius (1592-1670) was concerned with thes ld®ntinent, too. Inferential
evidence exists, according to which Jan Amos Cousewas invited to America by John
Winthrop himself who asked him to become a headaivard College. Comenius did not
accept his offer, however, and went to Sweden aastehere he and his work were very
popular by that time also with a wealthy industsiaLudvik de Geer, who promised to
provide Jan Amos Comenius with financial meanspite of that, the legacy of Jan Amos
Comenius reached America thanks to Moravian Brathveo came there in 1735. They
can be understood as a group of Protestants wlapesceligious oppression. In The New
World, they were mainly preoccupied with missionamprk. What is more, they
contributed greatly to preservation of Czech celtiarthe United Statés.

I would like to highlight the fact that it was neasy at all to emigrate from the
Czech Lands. This is especially true about theopleof reign of Maria Theresa of Austria
(1740-1780) who took several steps to foster havepdboth in Austria and the Czech
Lands. Not only had she introduced numerous ref@uah as compulsory schooling but
she also made the emigration illegal in order tevent people from leaving their
homeland. This restriction, however, appeared toaltieer ineffective if compared to the
“Patent of Tolerance” which was applied by Josdph 1781 and which ensured religious
freedom for Protestants. As a result of this, timgeation slowed down considerably. The
change in legislature that made it possible foroigedo emigrate voluntarily occurred in
period after the eventful year 1848. HistoricalBzechs emigrated primarily for religious
and political reasons. These factors remained Hmretwere more and more people who
were leaving Czech lands for reasons of prospetity, Furthermore, there is another
factor that should not go unrecognized. Many Czeohie dissatisfied with their status in

Habsburg Monarchy which was marked by the notiomfefiority.’

1.2 Emigration from the Czech Lands to the USA until the 1890s
For the most of Czech people, America symbolizecbantry which could offer them
freedom and protection of their rights though thegw from letters of those Czechs who

already lived there that reality of everyday lifégiit differ considerably from their initial

® Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Americ®, 10, 11., FrantiSek KoZil§wtlo v temnotach(Praha:
Statni pedagogické nakladatelstvi, 1970), 81, 82.

’ Tesdova, ‘Cesi v Americe,“ 27, Dubovicky('esi v Americe: Czechs in America, Jii Koralka, Kwta
Koralkova, “Z&kladni tendenc&eského vysthovalectvi ateské reemigrace do gdtku dvacéatych let 20.
Stoleti,“ in Ce$i vcizig 7 (Praha: Ustav pro etnografii a folkloristiku A¢R, 1993), 33, Rodinna
encyklopedie sttovych djin (Praha: Reader’s Digest V§h s. r. 0., 2000), 626.
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expectations. In spite of this uncertainty, theyngad emigrants from other European
countries who were referred to as the ‘old immigganirish, Germans but also
Scandinavians belonged to biggest groups of newmbo took advantage of quickly
developing and relatively cheap transport. Thehlngo first arrived to the U.S. towards
the end of 1830s and who were predominantly Cathdjust like many Czechs) were not
integrated into American society at first. Justtba contrary, they were exposed to the
hatred of those who considered themselves to baerabrn Americans and who
distinguished strictly between settlers and immmg¢ga The former group encompassed
merely British Protestants who believed that “thg basic social and political character of
the USA was transplanted to New England from théherocountry” (Mauk and Oakland,
2004, 57). The important idea is that it was eyaitten when the notion of discrimination
that is also being referred to as nativism emertfed remained a characteristic of
American society until the 1960s and that has eentcompletely overcome yet.

As noted in previous section, economic motivesengcisive not only for Czechs
but also for the Irish and the majority of peopteming to America in period between
years 1820-1890. In that era, many American congsanere still lacking labour force, so
that many skilled and unskilled workers could fjpts quite easily. As the size of Czech
community was rather small if compared to the Inste for example and the English
knowledge fairly limited, the Czechs had to streggl order to win their place in local
politics or get better paid jobs. From this we ca&e that work and good salaries were
certainly very significant pull factors.

As far as the intensity of emigration from the C€zd.ands is concerned, the
numbers of people who were leaving for America respecially in the 1850s (1853-
1857). Ivan Dubovicky suggests several reasons waryy Czechs decided to leave their
country exactly in these years. First, many Czechmérs found themselves in miserable
financial situation because of the crop failuret tbecurred in 1851. Second, there were
many young men who feared possible military seniiteAustrian army during the
Crimean war (1853-1856), so that they chose enigranstead. According to K¥a

® Dubovicky, CeSi v Americe: Czechs in America, 15, Mauk, Oakland, American Civilization: An
Introduction, 55, 56, Stephanie Sakson-Fofthe Czech American®, Diner, “Immigration and U. S.
History“, BarSova, BarS&ristehovalectvi a liberalni stag2.

° Mauk, Oakland,American Civilization: An Introductior55, 56, Michael F. Funchion, “Irish Chicago:
Church, Homeland, Politics, and Class — The Shapiran Ethnic Group, 1870 — 1900," kthnic Chicago:
A Multicultural Portrait, ed. Melvin G. Holli and Peter D’'A Jones (Chicad@m, B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1995), 81.
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Koralkova and Ji Koralka, there were thousands of people leaving eaah'$

There were numerous obstacles to be overcomeeowdly to The New World and
| would like to mention at least some of them. ok all, it was extremely demanding
journey. Significant majorities of Czechs starthdiit journeys in Vienna where they got
on train to Prague and further to Germany whereetingere several major leaving points
for further voyage to America such as Hamburg arehin. In the latter ones camps for
emigrants were established where special attemtampaid to hygiene in order to prevent
passengers from contagious diseases. This meangabtla and every person had to be
clean and healthy prior to his or her trip to AmariSecond obstacle was the journey
across the Atlantic Ocean to America itself. Usu#le ships were overcrowded, so that
the passengers could barely find a bed for theraselurthermore, it was only after the
year 1848 when the passengers started to be sdipplib food on their journey to
America. Until then the entire families were fuligpendent on food they brought with
them. Other difficulties to overcome were numerdigeases that were spreading very
quickly among exhausted and hungry emigrahts.

All the immigrants had to be registered immediatdter their arrival to America,
and after 1891 when the famous “screening depoéiuliMand Oakland, 2004, 59) Ellis
Island was opened they could only hope that govemrofficials would allow them to
become new citizens of the USA. Many Czechs whivedrto New York continued either
to states such as Wisconsin, Ohio or lllinois whiarge numbers of Czech immigrants
settled. Those Czechs who entered The United Stlatesgh Galveston would typically
settle in fertile plains of Texas where there whmsost unlimited supply of inexpensive
land*?

Czechs who were considering leaving for Americdh@ 1860s were stopped by
the Civil War which took place in period betweere thears 1861-1865. This conflict
originated in intolerance of the Northern stategai@s slavery that was considered legal in
the Southern states. The United States becameoomérg again in 1865 and as President

Lincoln said in his famous speech he delivered ettydburg in 1863: “This nation, under

'° Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Americk4, 15., Eva Eckertovd{ameny na prérii(Praha 2:
Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny, s.r.o., 2004), 61gs®ova, ‘Cesi v Americe,* 27-31, Kialka, Kdalkova,
Zakladni tendencéeského vyshovalectvi a’eské reemigrace do g@tku dvacatych let 20. Stolg80.

" Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Amerjds, 17, Tesava, ‘Cesi v Americe," 27-31.

Y Mauk, Oakland,American Civilization: An Introductign59, Alena Figarova, “Fond vystovalectvi
v muzeu ve Frenstapod Radhogm, “(diploma diss., Masarykova Univerzita v Brr2008), 24 — 28.
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God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and thategaument of the people, by the people,
for the people, shall not perish from this ear®obn, many new immigrants of all possible
origins were streaming to the United States agaimechs were not exception as we can see
from figures published in idi Kotalka's and K¥ta Kofalkova’'s discourse analysis. They
claim that only in 1860s, more than 177, 000 petgdteheir homeland and the emigration
even rose in 1880s when the number of Czech emgn@ached 251, 000 people in

total 13

1.3  Emigration from the Czech Lands to the USA: 18904938

The immigrants who started coming to the USA in1B80s were referred to as the ‘New
immigrants’. Those newcomers were most typicallyltafian, Polish, Greek and also
Czech origin and had at least one thing in comnigsire to improve their economic
situation drove them to immigrate to the USA thaiswexperiencing rapid industrial
development in that era. As a result of this dgwelent, new kind of emigration emerged.
In general, those emigrants were people who cam&nerica to gain experience and
inspiration. Czech businessmen were not exceptiome of the most famous Czech
industrialists Tomas Ba (1876-1932) also went to the USA for reasons exsgnal
development. In order to enhance his own busindsdome he left for Lynn,
Massachusetts in 1904 and was hired to work orsaanably line as an ordinary worker.
Not only did he obtain valuable information aboatcalled ‘mass production’ but he also
realized a lot about how to increase productivithis employees. Though it was not easy
to put newly acquired ideas into practice in histday in Zlin, the results were worth it.
TomasS Bda contributed greatly to the economic upturn of érgire country at the
beginning of the 20 century. By then, the Czechs considered themsédvbs a part of a
fairly modern society and, moreover, they kept filgl for extension of Czech political
powers within Austrian Empire. There were at leagi reasons why the Czech society
experienced upheaval and why the emigration pattkened by that time. First, as a result
of modern and more efficient technologies, Czeadtustrial production was growing

steadily that had a great impact on Czech econ@egond, quickly developing industry

“  Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in America6, Figarova, “Fond vyshovalectvi v muzeu ve

Frenst& pod Radhog&m, “ 24 — 28, BriarO’ Callaghan,An lllustrated History of the US£Great Britain:
Longman, 2004), 53, Kalka, Kadalkova,Zakladni tendencéeského vyshovalectvi a‘eské reemigrace do
pocatku dvacéatych let 20. Stolet80, The Civil War, “American Civil War,‘Historiography: Multiple
Explanations of why the War beg@®06, http://www.tagate.com/wars/page/american.shtm
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provided vacancies for many Czech nién.

Apart from the strong economics, it was also Czeglitical scene that played a
very important role in increasing quality of life ihe Czech Lands. In this context, | would
like to mention political movement which was reéstito as “realism” and which intended
to democratize Austrian Empire with emphasis onneadc and social issues. Tomas
Garrigue Masaryk and Karel Krath&ere among the most profound members. In my
opinion, it was of utmost importance for Czech pgedp realize that it was possible to
improve their status within Austrian Empire by entiag the quality of Czech nation.
However, the era of promising development for Czeation was soon to be interrupted
for four years. On 28July 1914, a month after the assassination ofAF&ndinand d’Este
and his wife, Austrian Empire declared war on Seri@radually, many other countries
including Great Britain, Russia, Germany and Frameee joining this terrible conflict that
is referred to as the First World War (1914-1918)ay. The outbreak of the war obviously
ruined all the intentions and concepts of Czechtipains who had to decide instantly
whether to take the Austrian Empire’s side or ghfifor the independence of the Czech
nation®

Exile appeared to be the only solution for thogewanted the Czech lands to
become an independent state. TomasS Garrigue Masargk was among the most
important figures in the independence movement, @ady others had to leave their
homeland as there was a real danger of persecUtios.emigration can be referred to as
‘temporary emigration’ because it only lasted fourf years and thanks to help of Czech
Americans and other Czechs who lived in France,tZenand or Russia during the
wartime the mission was accomplished successflun Dubovicky also mentions that
generally, there were many volunteers who took pathe fights on the Western Front
among Czech Americans. Their financial support @dawt go unrecognized as well as the

positive influence they had on the public opinioh Americans regarding Czech

4 Franti$ek Capka, “Djiny zemi Koruny ¢eské v datech,1X. Utvaeni novodobéhaieského naroda
http://lwww.libri.cz/databazeginy/Gvody_5.html#nar., Mauk, Oakland,American Civilization: An
Introduction , 58., Dubovicky, CeSi v Americe: Czechs in Americ81., Ed Dinger, “Bata Ltd.,"
Answers.com2009, http://www.answers.com/topic/bata-ltd.

'* FrantiSek Kol# Politické elita mezivaknéhoCeskoslovenska 1918-1938: Kdo byl kdo za prvni régub
(Praha: Prazska edice, k. s., 1998), 162, 163ntiSekCapka, “Igjiny zemi Korunyéeské v datech X.
Sn¥rovani k samostatnému stahitp://www.libri.cz/databazediny/text/t80.html#19140000.
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independencé’

The independence was achieved again in 1918 aond sany emigrants returned
home to newly established Czechoslovakia. This igspihat the emigration of ordinary
Czechs to the United States almost did not exighbytime. When the war was finished,
Tomas Garrigue Masaryk was doing his very bestrdéate a state from which the people
would not have to escape any more. From the fiigsdn his office, he emphasized the
basic values such as tolerance, justice as wedileaslom for all Czechoslovaks without
exception. Restrictions of emigration did not picaity exist. Each and every individual
possessed the right to leave his/her country ¥ thished. The men, however, could not
emigrate before they completed their compulsoryitany service. Moreover, so called
Ministry of Social Affairs existed in Czechoslovakihat was in charge of regulating the
emigration. This regulation intended to protecttaergroups of people including elderly
people or people with disabilities that would notemtually be accepted by target
country®’

The immigration policy of the USA was rather dtafter the WWI. Having passed
several highly restrictive immigration quota lavwke US government demonstrated its
unwillingness to accept more immigrants neithemfr&urope, nor from Asia. The
Emergency Quota Act that can be described as ‘the] first general limitation of
immigration” (Mauk and Oakland 2004, 60) was addpte1921. This made the situation
more complicated for Czechs who wanted to immigratethe U.S.A by that time.
According to the new ruling only 358, 000 immigraftom Europe could enter the USA
each year. Final version of this legislature was g@me, however. As | have already
mentioned, many Americans, namely those of Britistgin, believed that some
immigrants should not be allowed to enter the agunising the pseudo-science called
‘eugenics’ as a main argument. This racist ideologynbined with the US patriotism
resulted in adoption of ‘national origins quotas’ 1924 that were even more restrictive
than the ones from 1921. The intention was to l@g@ immigrants from the United

Kingdom, so that the quotas for other European t@mmincluding Czechoslovakia were

'® Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Ameri@2, Kaalka, Kaalkova,zakladni tendenceeskéeho
vysthovalectvi a’'eské reemigrace do g@tku dvacatych let 20. StoleB6, Tes#ova, ‘CeSi v Americe,” 27-
31.

7 Koralka, Kaalkova, Zakladni tendencéeského vyshovalectvi a‘eské reemigrace do g@tku dvacatych
let 20. Stoleti, 36, Josef Novak, “The Legacy of TGM,Tomas Garrigue Masaryk 1997,
http://old.hrad.cz/president/Masaryk/index_uk.htfésaova, ‘Cesi v Americe," 27-31.
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reduced from 3% to 2% “[...] of the foreign-born tile USA from that country at the
federal census of 1910” (Mauk and Oakland, 200480

1.4  Emigration from Czechoslovakia to the USA since 138
New wave of immigration to the United States of A& rose as a result of Nazi
occupation. This emigration was culminating in ged939 and 1940 when the US
government passed special laws that made it pesd$dyl Czechoslovaks and other
European refugees to immigrate to the United StateSmerica no matter how high or
low were the quotas for their countries. Nevertbglenany of them, especially Jews, were
sent back where they came from. There were at tessreasons why the USA did not
accept those refugees. First, there was generalmas®n that the country could not
provide jobs for that many people. Second, theonodf anti-Semitism was spreading very
quickly not only in Europe but also in America. Rrahis we can see that there had been
certain contradiction between two principles in Aro@n immigration policy: nativism and
liberalism?™®

The principle of liberalism won after the SecondiM War when the Congress
could not but to change the immigration laws. Thesatisfaction with post war
development in countries such as Czechoslovakiaa@u Hungary caused another huge
immigration to the USA. From the beginning of thelCWar onwards, the USA accepted
many non-quota refugees and it was suddenly mare ¢kear that the quotas were rather a
shame for US foreign policy. Finally in 1965, undgmdon B. Johnson’s presidency
(1963-1969), the Immigration Act was adopted thaswased on notion of equality. On
the other hand, there were still many limits arstrietions. As an illustration, almost three
quarters of all the visas were assigned to the idiae family members of US citizefS.

As far as the emigration from Czechoslovakia isceoned, it was not that easy to
leave the country after 1945. When the Red Armytket Czechoslovakia free from
Nazism, the majority of emigrants could finallyuet back home. Their happiness was
only temporary, however just like the democracgZrechoslovakia that appeared to be too

fragile to endure the pressure of Soviet Union. iRstance, the refusal of Marshall Plan

18 Mauk, OaklandAmerican Civilization: An Introductiqré0, Diner, “lmmigration and U. S. History*.

19 Mauk, Oakland,American Civilization: An Introductign60, 61, BarSova, Bar$#&sistehovalectvi a
liberalni stat, 53

20 Mauk, OaklandAmerican Civilization: An Introductior61, Bar3ova, Bars&sistehovalectvi a liberalni
stat,54, Diner, “Immigration and U. S. History*.
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comes to mind that can provide the best illustratad endangered Czechoslovakian
sovereignty. Simply put, Czechoslovakia failedénew democracy and in 1946 happened
what Tomas Garrigue Masaryk feared most. By thmae tithe Communist Party won the
last democratic elections in Czechoslovakia andr dhe following two years, was
fostering its position in the countfy.

Many people figured they did not want to live ionstant fear and they decided to
act before it was too late. Though the represemtsinf the Communist Party tried to make
impression that they would not stop anybody whote@no emigrate, the reality was quite
different. In fact, all non-communist politiciansere under constant control of state police
(StB.). This reveals that it was not safe to wadt long for those who wanted to emigrate.
Generally, the earlier people left the better fowas getting more and more difficult to
cross the western border. In spite of the soldigth dogs and border fences that were
built at the beginning of the 1950s, many peopl@agad to emigrate successfully. It has
been estimated that approximately 100, 000 peaftedzechoslovakia from 1948 until
1950%

After Joseph Stalin’'s death in 1953, the changatiiudes towards emigration
occurred that enabled many people to emigrateey thvere invited by their friends or
sometimes also family members from abroad. Sindy @960s, the entire Czechoslovak
society was waiting for better times to come. SkkedaPrague Spring’ which started in
January 1968 represented the climax of those exfi@ts. Soviet Union and its leaders,
however, did not share the enthusiasm of Czechakilan reformers who believed they
could create what Alexandr Dédk named “socialist democracy”. The invasion of Red
Army that took place in 1968 brought all their hepe end’®

Period of fear and persecution began for those wdjected the notion of

normalization. People were not only worried abirtown existence but also about their

2 7dersk Jirasek, Ceskoslovenska pounorova emigrace a'giky exilu: Prameny a studie Kjoham
ceskoslovenského exilu 1948-18@rno: Prius, 1999), 7, 8, Ministry of Foreign Aiffa of the Czech
Republic, “The official website of the Czech Repofl A period of recovery 2007,
http://www.czech.cz/en/economy-business-sciencefgéinformation/economy-development-and-
potential/economic-history/a-period-of-recovery/gs@iova, ‘Cesi v Americe,” 42-45, Mauk, Oakland,
American Civilization: An Introductiqré0.

22 7derek Jirdsek Ceskoslovenska polnorova emigrace @4pioy exilu,11, Tes#ova, ‘Cesi v Americe,“ 42-
45,

“pavel Tigrid,Politicka emigrace v atomovéndku, (Praha: Prostor, 1990), 90, Tésa, ‘Cesi v Americe,
42-45, FrantiSelCapka, “Dsjiny zemi Korunycéeské v datech,XI. Léta prvni republiky a protektoratu
http://www.libri.cz/databazefiny/Gvody_6.html #soc.
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children’s future. There was a real danger thdtotm of those who openly disagreed with
communist regime would never be allowed to studyhigh schools or universities.

Moreover, it was very difficult to predict what wgsing to happen with Czechoslovakia
after the August 1968. Specialists, educated peppl@icians and many others therefore
decided to leave the country that used to be derdiit before the communist coup in
February 1948. In other words, very little remairiemm the Masaryk’s Czechoslovakia
where there was space for all hard working and a&gdcpeople who followed the rules

and taught their children to do the same. This Wagjever, not true anymofé.

* Tesdova, ‘Cesi v Americe,“ 54. “The official website of the €&h Republic,” A period of recovery.
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2 MAJOR EMIGRATION WAVES

In this section of my bachelor thesis, | want tm @n the factors that drove Czechoslovaks
to leave their homeland in the period of the yekE#48 and 1989. In my opinion, it is
highly important not to forget about thousandshafse who rejected to come to terms with
political development in Czechoslovakia and decittedmigrate instead. Although it is a
phenomenon so typical for our society, emigrationthe 28' century was rather
overlooked for many decades in our country, esfig@éer the Communist Party came to
power in 1948. One of the possible reasons mighiplsi be related to the fact that
communists were not willing to admit that many induals wanted or even had to leave
the country both for political and economic reasdrfse question of immigration was not
among discussed issues during the communist era Wieee was little focus on modern
history?®

In his discourse analysis, Zd#nR. NeSpor highlights the fact that there is still
little good scientific evidence about Czechosloeakigration westwards. It is, however, of
utmost importance to understand the factors thasexh the emigration and to know the
historical background in order to be able to Idaom the past as it is the aim of this thesis.
Czech nation saw periods of suppression that amiie@ 20 years ago and it is therefore
essential for us to determine the relationship betwthe past and present times. This
means that on our way to democracy, we have to keepr minds that people suffered to
get what many of us take for granted today. We lshmaintain the notions of freedom,

justice and democracy and behave in accordantese?

2.1 Emigration Wave of 1948

On 14" March 1948, sad news about the sudden death ofidmaryk, the son of the
founder of democratic Czechoslovakia Tomas Garriglasaryk, spread all around the
world. After the communist takeover, Jan Masaryktk@s post of foreign minister as he
promised to President Dr. Edward BenesS (1884-1848)at the same time, he disagreed
with the policy of the Communist Party and was idftthat the risk he took might have

been too big. He was even considering emigratianhleudied only two weeks after the

» zdertk R. NeSporReemigranti a sociathsdilené hodnoty: prolegomena k sociologickémuisteskych
emigracnich proces 20. Stoleti se zvlaStninetelem k zapadni reemigraci 90. (Eraha 1: Sociologicky
ustav Akademie &d Ceské republiky, 2002), 11.

2 Nespor,Reemigranti a sociathsdilené hodnoty,1, 12.
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creation of new communist government. Vaclav Kdbglieves that Jan Masaryk’s death
was embodiment of the decay of Czechoslovakia fiduégd entirely to re-establish its
democracy. Moreover, it was thought of as a warfianghe rest of the socie®y.

The United Nations demanded investigation of Jarsavi&’s death. Long talks
that followed, however, were marked by completantiksest and reluctance of Soviet
Union’s delegate to act. This implies that polititalependence of our country was under
threat. The Czechoslovak public was shocked andathe American one. Generally,
these events together with the ban of organizatsuth as Skaut or Sokol influenced
opinions of many Czech Americans whose attitudeatd® the Soviet Union was rather
negative at that time. Nevertheless, there wellenséiny people who opposed that it was
not Stalin’s intention to threaten the sovereigotyCzechoslovakia. Jan Masaryk himself
was convinced that all Stalin actually wanted wawin the war. As a foreign minister, he
relied fully on agreement between the Soviet Uraod Czechoslovakia which was signed
in December 1943 and which was looked upon as eagtee of independent development
of Czechoslovakid®

The problem with Soviet Union’s foreign policy wamwever, that it was lacking
anything that could be referred to as ethics. itespf this, many politicians believed that
Czechoslovakia should stay in good political tekth the Soviet Union for they did not
want to give up the idea of profitable cooperatimiween the two Slavic nations. From
this we can see that there was general assumpt@nnithing could happen to our
independence and freedom. Today, we might thinkhese solutions and decisions as
entirely wrong and unrealistic but one simply has realize that the future of
Czechoslovakia was decided long before our coumaty forced to reject Marshall Aid by
the Soviet Union in 1947. Vaclav Kotyk is convindb@t sooner or later Czechoslovakia
would have ended up as it did anyways.

As | have already mentioned, a great emigrationenage in 1948 as a reaction to
the situation in Czechoslovakia. With total numioérat least 100, 000 emigrants, this
exodus is undeniably the greatest in the CzectoryisiThe changes that occurred in

society were too dramatic and it was not that diffi to recognize that something was

” pavla Horakova, “Jan Masaryk died 54 years a@edio Praha,Cesky rozhlas ;7March 10, 2002,
http://www.radio.cz/en/article/24973, Vaclav Kotykan Masaryk (Praha: Ustav &in stredni a vychodni
EvropyCSAV, 1993), 78.

*® Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Amerid8., Kotyk,Jan Masaryk54.

 Kotyk, Jan Masaryk61, 65.
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going wrong. People were soon to realize that is waly the Communist Party that
decided what was going to happen in the countrytier words, as Czechoslovakia was
under the Soviet sphere of influence, communistevire control of everything that was
going on in economy, media, education, culture’®tc.

The USA appeared to be the best choice to manyramgfrom Czechoslovakia in
1948. Destruction of the entire Europe was mosbalnly among the main reasons why the
USA and not any European country became such algofarget destination. While a
considerable number of Czechoslovak immigrantseskith Chicago or New York that still
counted as major Czech immigration centres, Washimd>.C. was becoming more and
more popular among those immigrants who wantedatggpate actively in politics. They
hoped to keep in touch with the most profound Casldvak politicians who would help
them to get a greater opportunity to draw US gowemt’'s attention to the alarming
situation in their home land. Many were talking abthe temporary character of this
situation and were convinced that the USA wouldrivgéne®

The political atmosphere in Czechoslovakia wasmggtnore tensed every day. By
that time, a significant shift occurred in geogriaghterminology as a result of refusal of
Marshall Plan by Czechoslovakian government. MdrsRéan can be described as
financial aid designed by the US minister of foregjfairs G. Marshall that was intended
to help the European countries including Sovietddnio recover after the WWII. Even
though Czechoslovaks have always been part of Euaod western world more than any
other Slavic nation, they were suddenly ‘relocatedEastern Europe. It really did not
matter about the location. Czechoslovakia did reig to what we call Central Europe
anymore. Many people did not want to come to tenmtis this fact. Having left everybody
and everything behind, the first Czechoslovak malit refugees reached Austrian or
Bavarian borders in February 1948, still hopingt tihavould soon be possible to return
back home again. The number of emigrants from Gxdoliakia was growing bigger and
the emigration reached its peak at the beginnintpsDs*

The discontent of Czechoslovaks with the Commuieigime was strengthened by

many injustices that were going on in their countryghould be emphasized that in 1951,

*® Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Ameriet.

31 Jan FilipekOdlesky djin ceskoslovenského exil(Praha: Tiskarna Dr. Eduard Grégr a syn, s. 1989),
15., Dubovicky,Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Ameriet), Pavel TigridPoliticka emigrace v atomovéraky,
26, 27.
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there were thousands of political prisoners in @Gestovakia who were often forced to
work in labour camps that had a lot in common vatmcentration camps as we know
them from Nazi Germany. Political processes wer@ragnthe common tools of newly
established regime. It is therefore not surprigibgll that people were frightened because,
as Jan Filipek points out, they could never be sure would report against them. The
notion of isolation together with fear and angearelcterized the Czechoslovak society by
that time. It has been estimated that from 19481664, approximately 200, 000 people
were sentenced to death. Generally, the histotliade processes is marked by the cruelty
of the communist regime as well as sad memorieghage who survived or relatives of
victims of this machinery that was not based otigasut lies made up by the Communist
Party>?

As an illustration, | would like to mention poliit process with Dr. Milada
Horakova which played an important role in the dmgtof fabricated processes in
Czechoslovakia. Milada Hordkova was among thoselpasho recognized quite early the
real danger of communism. It was her main intentmmaintain the cooperation among
the members of banned political parties and prdtezde people against persecution. She
was also among the most important representativespalitical opposition in
Czechoslovakia, trying to reunite those who disadrevith communist propaganda and
form a new political party. In so doing, she hopedxpress her protest against regime.
She would not listen to her immediate friends aachify members who urged her to
emigrate before it was too late, and she kept hglffiose who needed it.

The process with Milada Horakova began on May 3501 The important thing about this

process is that it was for the first time ever wh@nSoviet pattern of interrogation was put
into practice including memorizing of allegatiorts.€This did not, however, work out in

Milada Horakova’s case. She managed to defend Ihepsiie well and, moreover, she

presented her ideas about democracy as well apdiéical views and opinions. Even

though many famous politicians, scientists and qeabkties such as Albert Einstein,

Eleanor Roosevelt, Trygve Lie or Winston Churctwéire begging for her life, she was not
spared. Dr. Milada Horakova met her death in PanRréson on June 27, 198b.

Emigration could have saved her life but she tedgi®n staying in Czechoslovakia

% Filipek, Odlesky djin ceskoslovenského exildl, 42, Karel KaplanNejwtsi politicky proces, M.
Horakové a spol(Brno: Doplrek, 1996), 5.

3 Kaplan,Nejwtsi politicky proces, M. Horakovéa a spd@8, 110,156, 157, 162, 163.
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instead and fought an evil regime that had so walspunlimited power over all the
institutions in the country, regime that killed expelled hundred thousand of innocent
people. Dr. Milada Horakova decided not to givehep fight for better life in our country
for she did not want to adjust to the life in commisti society. | think that she should be
spoken of as a heroine. She is undoubtedly a péos@amember, to be proud of.

Political processes of the 1950s can serve as guimgnce of the fact that there
was no space for people with opinions and viewgothit were in contradiction with
Marxist ideology in Czechoslovakia. Those peopleshould be remembered, were
educated and successful personalities who enj@gxkct of public for what they achieved
prior to February 1948. Their contribution to thelfare of Czechoslovak state was of a
great importance. There were mainly politicians,nagerial staff, doctors, teachers,
writers, small businessmen whose businesses werscaied, students who lost their
chance to complete their studies at Czechoslovaletsities and many others. Though the
Communist Party argued that the country only gbofithose who were preoccupied with
subversive activities, the consequences of this Wiere noticeable especially after the
Velvet Revolution of 1989 when our society was Iagkpeople who would contribute to
renewal of democracy in our count?y.

It is also very important to take into account thabple did not leave their country
because they were seeking excitement or adver@ureheir way to freedom they had to
cope with numerous complications and those who gethato cross the boarders
successfully were talking about the whole procdssnuigration as the greatest personal
experience. They were determined to start thessliover again in a free American society
that has always been a symbol of economic sucsesslaas personal independerite.

When it comes to economic success in particulais itertainly something that
could not be achieved in Czechoslovakia during camist era. Earlier in my thesis, |
mentioned one group of emigrants that consistechigaif small business owners and
skilled workmen. The main reason why those peogfiiedur country was the process of
‘nationalization’ of private sector that startedlgan 1948. Big companies, banks and
factories were confiscated right after the WWII wasshed but, at the same time, the

Communist Party promised that it would protect $rbatiness. This turned out to be a lie

* Filipek, Odlesky djin ceskoslovenského exil3.
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Introduction 48.
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when new Constitution came into being in May 19%8ad serious consequences for
private sector in Czechoslovakia that stopped isteonly a year later. Not even small
salesrooms or workrooms could stay in private hamgslonger. What is more, it did not
really take much to become a new manager of catisiccompanies because it was not
qualification but membership in the Communist Patttat played the main role in
admission proces¥.

Nationalization together with political persecutisas among the most significant
push factors that drove many people to immigratthéoUSA. Those who emigrated for
the first reason did not want to watch the gradiedday of their business; the latter ones
were seeking life in democratic country where tbeyld finally enjoy basic liberties while
the liberty of speech was probably the most impartane for this group of emigrants.
Besides that there were still certain hopes thaitbstern powers, namely the USA would
not accept dictatorship in Czechoslovakia. Thoseebhavere fuelled by promises of US
politicians about how they would like to defeat tbemmunist regime. Dwight D.
Eisenhower who was elected President of the Urtiiiadles of America in 1952 said he
would never exchange his dignity for his own saféigur years later, the USA had the
opportunity to act when the Red Army invaded Huggarsuppress insurrections against
the Communist Party. Neither the USA nor the UNktdbe initiative to resolve the
conflict, however. Nobody took Hungary’s part bexathe USA feared the open conflict
that might have evolved in nuclear war. This is b ‘policy of liberation’ vanished and
quietly transformed into ‘ideological influence’hiis, the Voice of America (est. 1942)
and Radio Free Europe (est. 1949) that were esheddliin order to provide news for
people from Communist countries became the onlynsi@d how to keep in touch with

western world for those who stayed in Czechosla&ki

*” Filipek, Odlesky djin ceskoslovenského exil69, 70., Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the CzeBtepublic,
“The official website of the Czech Republi@’period of recovery2007, http://www.czech.cz/en/economy-
business-science/general-information/economy-dewedmt-and-potential/economic-history/a-period-of-
recovery.

% Tigrid, Politicka emigrace v atomovémsku, 26, 27, 28, 29., Dubovicky('eSi v Americe: Czechs in

America,50, Filipek,Odlesky djin ceskoslovenského exild2, 50., The White House Washington, “About
the White House *Presidents,” 34. Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953-1961,
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/Dwights&#ahower/, Hoover Institution, “Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty,About Project2007, http://hoorferl.stanford.edu/aboutProject.php
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2.2 Emigration Wave of 1968

In the mid 1960’s, a change in political climatecamced that was initiated by
Czechoslovak communists themselves. Antonin Novottlye president of the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and the head ofckkzdovak Communist Party, was
replaced by pro-reform leader Alexandr ek who was determined to humanize the
communism in Czechoslovakia. From the very begipmhthis process that was referred
to as Prague Spring, since January 1968, there deergts whether this experiment would
work out or not. Many Czechs abroad were ratheptgzad about this development. They
claimed that any totalitarian regime was wrong rm@ple and could not therefore be
reformed®

Prague Spring together with the hopes of many Gmdoliak people was ended
quite soon, in August 1968 when the armies of WarBact entered Czechoslovakia.
Another emigration wave followed that lasted tibwember 1989. During the first weeks
after the occupation, it was not that difficult dooss the borders as all the checkpoints
were opened again after 20 years. The total numbemigrants was approximately 100,
000 and according to Pavel Tigrid so called ‘Audastigrants’ can be divided into three
groups. The first group encompasses people whoriexgged persecution and who took
advantage of the possibility to leave the countyilg with their entire families. Second
group consists mainly of educated people and stadard those who wanted to reform the
Communist Party and who decided to go to exiler #tegust 1968 form the third group. If
we take a closer look at this group in particuee, realize that it is quite different from the
two previous ones. The thing is that it consiste@hmunists who supported the reform
movement but failed and had to leave the Partyt Jike the normalization of
Czechoslovak society emerged gradually, those peaopk their time, too. Some of them
waited till September 1969 but when Alexandr Belbwas given a post of ambassador in
Turkey and thus was removed from political sceheirtost their patience. Another factor
that contributed to their final decision to emigratas renewed censorship as well as the
fact that they often lost their positions bothlie Party and their civic occupatioS.

People who left in 1968 just wanted to make suaé tieither they nor their families

would have to go through the terror of prisonsplabcamps and persecution of any kind

% Tigrid, Politicka emigrace v atomovénrgku, 58, 84, FilipekQdlesky djin ceskoslovenského exil2i].,
NeSpor,Reemigranti a sociathsdilené hodnoty6, 47.

** Filipek, Odlesky dijin ceskoslovenského exil®1., Tigrid,Politicka emigrace v atomovéndku, 92.
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again. Many Czechoslovaks emigrated for reasoesafiomic prosperity as well as career
advancement because in Czechoslovakia, they wayd hever managed bigger progress
if they had not become members of the CommuniglyPdan Filipek mentions, however,
that this kind of immigration was not that welcomedvestern world. Not many countries
were eager to accept people who wanted to takengalya of prosperous economies of
those states. This is why immigrants had to useegetion as a main reason for their
emigration even though it was not always true. 28eR. NeSpor highlights the fact that
the main difference between the emigrants of 19%Bthose who emigrated 20 years later
was that the latter ones would not organize thevasein order to be active politically.
Neither did they show much interest in what wasagaon in their homeland, which had
big impact on the second generation of emigrantparticular. This reveals that they
managed to assimilate quite quickly and unlikeethigrants of 1948 they were not willing
to maintain their customs that much. It should lntioned, however, that not all those
people were only motivated by better life that waasting for them in the United States.
Jan Filipek also points out that for RAF pilots; &xample, August 1968 was practically
the first chance to leave Czechoslovakia. Similastyme students, especially those who
took part in protests against the presence of RaalyAn Czechoslovakia, could not but
leave the country. Helplessness, defeatism as agetlisillusion were the most common
words the student activists used to describe hey it about the whole situatidh.

Flee from Czechoslovakia after the year 1968 didasi for too long. Towards the
end of 1969 the borders were closed again for thdsewanted to leave the country. This
reveals that the emigration slowed down considgrabthe 1970s. According to statistics
approximately 70, 000 people left Czechoslovakithenperiod of the years 1968 and 1969
while “only” 4, 500 people emigrated in 1970 and thumber became even lower during
the 1970s. The majority of people who decided &y sh the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic mostly accepted the reality of everyddég ih communism but some of them
joined illegal movements such as Charta 77 andandsing they expressed their
disagreement with communist regime. Those werenaftged to leave the country by the
communists themselves. Another group of emigramissisted of people who were

allowed to travel westwards time to time such amtsmen or artists and also tourists who

* Filipek, Odlesky djin ceskoslovenského exil23, 24., Milan OtahalDkupace, moc, spaleost 1969/1989
(Praha AVCR: Maxdorf, 1994), 13, TigridPoliticka emigrace v atomovérsku, 92, NeSporReemigranti a
socialre sdilené hodnotyg2.
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just did not return home from vacations. Those peaecided they did not want to be
members of society whose values turned out toersed and absufd.

The number of emigrants increased again in the 4880a result of unsatisfactory
situation of economics in the Czechoslovak Sodidispublic. Worse living standard of
many Czechoslovaks was among logical consequericesch development. Many were
disgruntled as the differences between people vgeosving bigger. Besides that a
phenomenon called “black market” became an es$epdid of everyday life in the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. Black market cante being in Europe during the
WWII when it was difficult or even impossible to yogoods in shops and normally it
ceased to function as soon as the market was e€stdhis did not happen in our country,
however. Just on the contrary, the black markeiriéhhed as the supply of products was
not able to meet the needs of everybddy.

The major pull factor that drove people to leaveirtthomeland in the 1980s was
economic prosperity and the advantages of lifeemetbped Western European countries.
To be accepted by those countries appeared nothéie elasy, however. Germany,
Switzerland, Austria and many other democraticestatere tired of accepting so many
immigrants just because of the fact that they veseatisfied with the conditions of their
lives in their homelands. This seems to be the nmramson why the majority of
Czechoslovak emigrants from 1980s ended up in thieetd States of America. Thanks to
the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) it sanuch easier to get asylum in the
USA than in any other European country. In orderréduce the number of illegal
newcomers, the US government passed this law in6.198 meant considerable
improvement in situation of both new immigrantsvesll as those who had been there
already**

In order to provide a complex picture of the magomnigration waves, | have put
together several sources, be it books written mowsed authors who deal with the
question of emigration or memories of those whoeenced emigration themselves. |

* The Memorial of the Victims of Communism»“Museum » 2 Floor »Room 82,“The spring in Prague
(1968) - Charta 77 (1977) - The  velvet Revolution 1989), 2009,
http://www.memorialsighet.ro/en/sala.asp?id=38.5pte, Reemigranti a sociathsdilené hodnoty49, 52,
53.

* Filipek, Odlesky dijin ceskoslovenského exilill., NeSporReemigranti a sociathsdilené hodnoty48.

* Mauk, Oakland,American Civilization: An Introduction65, Ne&por,Reemigranti a sociath sdilené
hodnoty,53, 54.
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think that we can be grateful to those people vdoorded and shared important facts with
us, readers, so that we could learn more aboubwsrproblems the inhabitants of our
country had to cope with since 1948. These faatsilshbe remembered, so that the history
will never repeat itself and our small nation ie theart of Europe will not experience such
big population loses any more. Let's hope thatldsson has been learned and notions
such as fabricated political processes, labour samngensorship will only remain a dark
part of the history of the Czech Republic.
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3 SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION AND ASSIMILATION OF CZECH
MINORITY IN THE US

In this part of my bachelor thesis, | would likefaxus on those destinations in the USA
that were most popular with Czech settlers in ganémother thing | want to discuss is
what Ivan Dubovicky refers to as ‘transformatiotoil\merikan’. In other words, it is my
intention to describe the process of assimilatiod adjustment to the new society as well
as willingness of Czech people to keep their owtuoel This was an ongoing process and
it is therefore important to provide a reader vhiktorical context he or she can use for
better orientation in my discussion. In order fbistto be achieved, | will start talking
about Czechs who left their homeland for Americairdy the second half of the 19
century. As | have already mentioned, Czech laradsldeen overburdened with excessive
emigration for most of their history. Evidence éxiaccording to which nearly 500, 000
Czechs emigrated in that era while approximately balf decided to undergo long and
dangerous voyage across the Atlantic Ocean to tBA.Un addition, | would like to
explain about the initial difficulties they had face as well as accomplishments they
achieved”

It should be mentioned that those who decidedawedeheir homes for the USA in
the 1850s were very poorly informed about what tpeet in the New World. Though
numerous articles were being published regularlZmech newspapers they were mostly
simple stories that did not provide readers withligqy facts about real life in America. Just
on the contrary. In order for more Czechs to beivatgd to immigrate to the USA, those
Czechs who were already in America would hold ausome negative features of life in
there. This was especially true about people whtlededown in Texas and who were
longing for more immigrants of Czech descent. Fribms we can see that it was very
difficult to obtain concrete information one couldly on. As a result of this, Czechs
mostly decided to go to those American states wtieree already were some immigrants
of Czech descent they knew from before or wherg toaild get cheap land or find a job.
As | am fairly limited with space, | have pickedd¢h American states which means | am

going to focus on Czech immigrants in Texas, loma Wisconsin respectivefy.

* Koralka, Kaalkova,zakladni tendenceeského vyshovalectvi a‘eské reemigrace do giétku dvacatych
let 20. Stoleti30., Dubovicky,Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Amerida,

*® Eva EckertovaKameny na prérji41, 70, 76.
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3.1 Czech immigrants in Texas

Texas is the first state | want to talk about immection to places where there are the
biggest Czech communities to be found in the USKAeré are several reasons why so
many Czechs moved exactly to Texas. First, the mtyajof Czech immigrants came from
Moravia which means that they were used to livéhierraway from bigger cities. Second,
they were merely farmers seeking cheap and féatileé. Much of this land was suitable for
cotton as well as tobacco-growing. Because of thke temperatures that can reach 45°C
in summer, it was also possible to grow corn, swgare as well as wheat. On the other
hand, | think that it would have been wrong notrtention those Czechs who chose the
suburban areas of big cities for their new home®ci immigrants are often referred to as
first ‘suburbanites’. By that time it was a golderie that everybody who worked hard
could achieve economic success regardless his @idss or occupatiot.

The Czech settlement on Texas plains was exparaBngnore immigrants were
coming. Some of the villages were even given Czsammes such as Vsetin, Velehrad,
Hostyn or Praha. Many immigrants stayed in oldern@a villages of Ellinger or
Fayetteville. Surprisingly, Germans and Czechs wdwdd be thought of as feudal enemies
did not mind living close to each other because théural clash between those
communities was not that big. Unlike the Americamso were migrating a lot, both
Czechs and Germans had usually stayed in the sélagevior the rest of their lives. They
did not participate in exploration of new areasWestern or Northern Texas but were
trying their best in order to improve their farnssveell as the living conditions within their
communities. The notion of belonging was very inta@ot to Czech immigrants and it was
exactly the land ownership that made them feelgartof their new homelarfd.

Moreover, Czechs were interested in the historyTekas which was in some
respect similar to that of Czech lands. The diffeeewas, however, that Texas became
independent from Mexico in 1836 while Czech landsl hemained part of Austrian
Empire until 1918. This reveals that Czechs foumreg@dom as well as dignity in the USA
where “[...] the people do not carry heavy burdenstheir own shoulders, they have
animals for that purpose” (Patterson 2005). | thing&re is an important question to be

¥ Eckertova, Kameny na prérii,49, 58, Stephanie Sakson-Fofthe Czech AmericanéNew York,
Philadelphia: Chelsea House Publishers, 1989)Figarova, “Fond vyshovalectvi v muzeu ve Frenstat
pod Radhogm, “15.

*® EckertovaKameny na prérii94, 95, 156., Sakson-Fortihe Czech Americans4, 55.
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raised. What did the notion of democracy and freeaoean to Czech immigrants? Eva
Eckertova points out that the notion of democraeg wiosely related to Catholic religion
within the Czech communities which made them qditerent from the American ones.
This was not true about all Czech immigrants. &rstthe contrary, to some of them,
religion and Catholicism in particular meant constaersecution that followed the defeat
of Protestants in the Thirty Years War. This isljadoly the main reason why there were so
many freethinkers, Protestants and atheists amaeghCAmericans. | think that it was
rather natural that some disagreements occurredebatCzech Catholics and Protestants.
The former blamed the latter ones for denying tlo@n culture and their endeavour to
assimilate as quickly as possible. Czech Cathaliss could not get over the fact that it
was easier for Czech Protestants to become a paredominantly Protestant American
society. Czech Protestants, on the other hand,ndidlike the intolerant attitude of
Catholics towards other faitA8.

Most Czech immigrants were very proud of their itiads, as we can see from the
articles published in the Czech newspapers ‘Svobddeanks to Eva Eckertova we can
have a closer look at the difficult process of maimation of Czech immigrants who
struggled to preserve their own culture but warittetbe part of American society at the
same time. They treasured their right to vote al as Thomas Jefferson’s democratic
principles. The Americans, however, did not like tbzech immigrants very much mainly
because of the way how they presented themseliegafy the Czechs who always acted
as a group in public could not understand Americalividualism. This reveals that there
was rivalry between the Czech minority and Amergctmat was caused by unwillingness
of both cultures to be tolerant towards each other.

It should also be mentioned that not only Ameridadividualism but also
everything from climate to life style seemed todxetic and very different from what the
Czechs knew from before. We cannot therefore berised that many of them were rather
disappointed with what they found at the end of #xhausting journey. Not only had they
to cope with numerous problems including the latkvater but at the same time they

knew they had to stay there because they would haweoney for another journey. This

* Eckertova,Kameny na prérii113, 115, 138, Sakson-Forthe Czech American85, 87, Bill Patterson,
“Our Czech Heritage,” Bohemian Culture in lowa 150 YEARS - 1850 TO 20@05,
http://ourfarflungfamily.com/Our%20Czech%Heritagenh

*® Cyril M. Klimesh, Prichazeli z daleka: Historie #ste’ka Spillville ve statlowa a jehoceskych osadnik
(Praha: Nakladatelstvi Epocha, 2008), 183., Eckartéameny na prérii138, 139.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 35

was particularly true about those who were amoeegfitist Czech immigrants who ended
up in Texas in the 1850s. They faced many trouldesthat they could hardly avoid
comparing Texas to their homeland. In Eva Eckertob@dok we can read fragments of
letters written by those people and realize thahyndescribed Texas as a sad country

where there were almost no marks of civilizatioméofound*

3.2 Czech Immigrants in lowa and Wisconsin

lowa appeared to be more suitable for Czech immtgraecause of its milder climate, so
that it often happened that e. g. Czechs who ailyirplanned to settle in Texas would
change their minds after their arrival to Galveséonl continued northwards. One of the
possible answers to the question why those CzdubsecTexas and not mid-west as their
final destination is to be found in Eva Ecketov®k. She explains that they wanted to
build their farms in American south rather than +west because they wanted to avoid
long winters and snow. Some of them realized, hewnedhat Texas and its landscape were
too different from what they were used to from tHemeland. The first ‘Czech lowans’
settled in Howard, Tama Johnson, Winneshiek or l@wuunties. Those who decided to
stay in the two latter ones would typically buildeir farms in villages named Ely,
Spillville, Fairfax, and Cedar Rapids etc. Wheandimes to Tama County, there were many
Czechs living in the villages of Chelsea, Vining Belle Plaine. It was their plan to
purchase a piece of land on the plain and cultitatdaving managed to improve fertile
plains, the Czechs gained respect of American feeméno typically did not bother to
clear those plains and used them as pasture’fand.

Several authors agreed that the Czech immigraniswa, Texas or elsewhere had
something in common. There was a very strong batdiden Czech settlers and their
land. Land ownership determined the social statseaman’s good reputation depended
on his farming skills. We cannot, therefore, bepssed that another state | want to
mention in connection to Czech immigration is Wissio. In order to persuade the
emigrants to come to Wisconsin, the newly estabtisstate (1848) put a lot of effort into
advertising. Soon, it was possible to read artiggemoting Wisconsin in many

newspapers all over Europe and America. This olslouwaised awareness of great

>! EckertovaKameny na prérii7 7, Figarova, “Fond vyshovalectvi v muzeu ve Frendtgtod Radhogm, *
29., Patterson, “Our Czech Heritage".

>2 EckertovaKameny na prériig9, 70,134, 136.,
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possibilities that Wisconsin offered to its newizgns. First of all, just like in lowa, the
climate was healthier for Czechs than in Texasefommple. Second, as Bill Patterson
highlights in his essay, American states were ‘secdlar which means that the settlers
enjoyed complete religious freedom. Another advgamtaas absence of slavery which was
very important for new immigrants who did not hate compete with cheap black
labourers if they wanted to earn some money ditr arrival to Americ&>

Most families who chose Wisconsin as the targateststayed in Milwaukee.
Miloslav Rechcigl mentions that it was usually fivst place where most Czechs settled
after they arrived to Wisconsin. Other places whaeny Czechs could be found were
Racine or Manitowoc. The latter one was well knae to its forests that provided wood
for house construction. As they were cheap and &adwild, log houses became very
popular among Czech immigrants. Before they managdulild real house, pioneers had
to live in so called ‘dugouts’ that were very pritvé shelters. From this we can see that

the beginnings of their stay in America were natyeanes for Czech immigrart.

3.3 Process of Assimilation of Czech Ethnicity

As noted earlier in my thesis, it was not that pbeated to get US citizenship prior to the
establishment of Ellis Island. Nevertheless, asi®@dauk and John Oakland point out, a
dangerous notion of ‘nativism’ developed by ‘oldimigrants emerged that was marked
by intolerance and discrimination of many differdmds. It is difficult to say to what
extend the Czech immigrants were exposed to thisisra but it was exactly around the
year 1850 when this highly exclusive concept wdmmating. The members of so called
American Party were convinced that British immigsawere somewhat better than the rest
of the immigrants of other than protestant denotiona They felt that Anglo-American
character of the country was endangered by newsomép were bringing their own
culture and new habits to the United States. As t@mpaign was directed primarily
against immigrants of Catholic denomination, itoalsappened that at home privileged
Czech Catholics experienced the hatred of Amerkantestants first hand. From this we
can see that all the immigrants were not in theessituation at the very beginning of their

> Miloslav Rechcigl Jr., “Czech Pioneers in Wiscorfsi8VU, Czechoslovak Society of Arts and Science
http://lwww.svu2000.org/cs_america/wisconsin.htmckettova, Kameny na prérii,135, Patterson, “Our
Czech Heritage".

> Cyril M. Klimesh, Pfichazeli z daleka: Historie #éste’ka Spillville ve statlowa a jehaceskych osadnilk
68, 101. Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Ameri@), Rchcigl Jr., “ Czech Pioneers in Wisconsin®.
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stay in America. British settlers were the mostuoate ones for the American culture was
not much different from their own. The Czechs, hosve just like other non-British
immigrants had to overcome many barriers on they wo naturalization. Language
barrier was undoubtedly among the most significam¢s. In 1868 the first school was
established by Czech settlers in Bluff (HostynYexas. The language of instructions was
Czech even though the law existed according to lwaicthe children in the United States
had to be taught only in English. Shortly aftervgnthe problems regarding understanding
grew bigger and it became necessary to adopt Engisa means of communication in
public and speak Czech only within the communitgl anth immediate family members.
As a result of this development, the Czech schgaldually ceased to function.

Education played a very important role in the psscof assimilation of Czechs
immigrants. The previous paragraph reveals than friee first days in America onwards,
the emphasis of Czech immigrants had been on adochecause they believed that
through education they would gain respect of othenigrant groups and Americans as
well. In addition, as most Czechs who came to Aozerwere literate, they were
disappointed when they realized that the majoritdmerican farmers could neither read
nor write. The Czech immigrant communities, on ¢batrary, encouraged the parents to
send their children to school long before the stihgavas compulsory in the US.

In the second half of the #@entury, education in America was viewed uporhas t
best way how to unify all the immigrants. In otheords, under Andrew Johnson’s
presidency (1865-1869), the US government decidedAmericanize all newcomers
through education. As a result of this, two bodafsopinion emerged within Czech
communities. The first group consisted mainly afgpds who feared ‘denationalization’ of
their children. The second group encompassed eshliga¢ople such as journalists or
lawyers who believed that English knowledge wasessary for those who wanted to
become full members of American society. They cnthat Czechs should think more
about future and get along well with their Americaeighbours. These opinions were
given a push at the beginning of thé"a@ntury (1909) when the concept of the ‘melting
pot’ was first introduced in the USA by playwridstael Zangwill. He was convinced that

> Mauk, Oakland American Civilization: An Introductigns6, 57, DubovickyCesi v Americe: Czechs in
America 19, EckertovdKameny na prérii90, Figarova, “Fond vyshovalectvi v muzeu ve Frenstgiod
Radho&m, “ 30.

*® Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Amerjca2, EckertovdKameny na prérii,119-122., Mauk,
Oakland, American Civilization: An Introductiqr257.
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people of all origins living in the USA should forome new nation togethgf.

In order for assimilation to be achieved it wasesial to make the whole process
of acknowledgement of English language and Angloefican culture as positive as
possible. This is why the enlightened Czechs whieewefavour of quick assimilation did
not want to push English language on Czech pedhist on the contrary, their major
intention was to explain the most significant egantAmerican history, national holidays,
laws, democracy etc. Another important factor tlantributed to assimilation was
undeniably rapid technical development and subsgguedernization of rural areas. In
my opinion this can also be thought of as the \mginning of restrictions of immigration
to the USA because machines replaced human lalmvoe,fso that it was no longer
necessary for US government to attract Europearigdimg Czechs to fill vacancies. It is
therefore clear that the lower was the number @fcoeners from Czech lands the smaller
was the chance for the Czech language and cutiuve preservet’

It did not take long and many farmers were leavivgr small farms that could not
compete with bigger land owners. People were thesefiorced to move to bigger towns
and cities where they could find easier a job.drmising, they lost their contact with Czech
language. This implies that what was a homogenamnwnity once did not exist
anymore as they moved to different parts of the USAVII also played a very important
role in the process of assimilation because many lefetheir villages and never returned.
The fourth generation of immigrants typically lived cities and did not show any
particular interest in Czech language. The missiaassimilation was accomplished at that
very moment. From the end of WWII onwards, howeutiere were thousands of
Czechoslovak immigrants streaming to the US whairasthe survival of Czech language
and culture in the New World. | will also come bdokthis issue in the next chapter where
| will talk about the Czech culture more in detdil.

The main purpose of this chapter was to focushorsd places in the USA that were
most popular with Czech emigrants. It was not abvagsy to pinpoint the exact reasons
why people chose those places in particular ag there numerous factors in play such as

desire to own land or to find job. It turned outhi® logical that people usually prioritized

*” Mauk, Oakland American Civilization: An Introductiqrb8, 25, Eckertovd{ameny na prérii123, 142,
143.

*® Sakson-FordThe Czech AmericanS7, EckertovaKameny na prériil44, 145, 196.

*® Sakson-FordThe Czech American$4, 15, Eckertovdameny na prérii194-196.
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those US states where there were some Czechsalidaminimal knowledge of English
language was certainly among the main reasonshtegefith the strong solidarity that was

characteristic feature of the Czech minority in tHgA.
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4 CZECH IMMIGRATION TO CHICAGO

In this section of my bachelor thesis | plan toldei#h the Czech Immigration to Chicago
in particular. Previously in my thesis, | concetgthmainly on those Czechs who settled in
the rural areas of the USA (Texas). Therefore IsehGhicago to talk about as it was the
most popular destination of Czechs who were cortonifpe USA to find themselves a job
in order to become a part of industrialized Chi¢agmciety. Till the first half of the 19
century, Chicago was a forgotten place on the feonthere there were only several log
houses to be found. Today, Chicago is a huge ditys& cosmopolitan character has been
shaped by immigrants of many nationalities from ¢hé&re world. The first Czechs came
to Chicago, lllinois in the 1850s. Shortly afterdsy first Czech districts emerged such as
Czech California or Plze Even though bigger groups of immigrants suchtalsahs or
Irish far outnumbered the Czechs who were not cgnmnsuch big numbers, the Czech
contribution to Chicago’s public and political lifeas of a great significané@.

First of all, | would like to mention the major péhctors that motivated the Czechs to
immigrate exactly to Chicago. What seems to be mapb was finishing of the Erie Canal
and subsequent improvement in transportation. Haeonnected the Hudson River with
the Great Lakes, the Erie Canal became a basiClicago’'s further development.
Similarly, the railroads that provided a very imjamt connection with the East made it
possible for newcomers to populate also the Nomtlparrts of Illinois that experienced a
dramatic growth with Chicago as its major centrevéttheless, the consequences of rapid
transformation of Chicago were not positive for bedy. The farmers, for example,
experienced huge outflow of young labour forcete tity where there were great job

opportunities?

% Alizia Cozine, “Czechs and Bohemians;The Electronic Encyclopedia of Chicaga2005,

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/page8/h&ml, Internetovy magazin M37, “Chicago — my Kind
of Town, 1998, http://www.m37.cz/CHICAGOI/chicago_nkjnd_of town.htm., Jaromir Marek,C&Si

v Chicagu,”’Radio PrahaCesky rozhlas ,7October 28, 20Qttp://www.radio.cz/cz/clanek/59622., Sakson-
Ford, The Czech Americandl3-15, John Kugler, “A Study of Czechoslovak Immaiipn and their
Contributions to Vocational Education in Chicagdvieen 1875 and 1935,” (diploma diss., Chicago State
University, 2003), 21.
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Chicago’s location was among decisive factors fmse Czech immigrants who did
not have enough money to pay for another journegtwaads. This was, however,
especially true about Irish newcomers who reach@dago in the period of the years 1840
and 1850. | think that Irish should be mentioned oy because of the fact that they
belonged to the biggest immigrant groups in Chidagfoalso because of the consistence of
their community which was very similar to the Czemte. They would typically settle at
the same place where their ship landed becausewbey very poor. Those lIrish settlers
who had at least little money began with a phenamdmown as ‘chain immigration’.
Often, it was only man who travelled first in orderearn money and pay for tickets for
the rest of his family. As result of this Irish comanities formed in areas nearby the huge
factories and mines. The Czechs were not excegdtimm the very beginning of the Czech
immigration to America, those Czechs who feared$taips connected with moving to
unknown country followed their countrymen who athgdived there®?

Once the Czech immigrants managed to get over rthialitroubles, they started
looking for jobs which was not always easy. Thoughicago seemed to be offering
numerous possibilities, the newcomers had to acepist every job after their arrival to
Chicago which means that they were often forcedaa work that was unpopular with
Americans. Nevertheless, their commitment to world aheir skills could not go
unrecognized. They were considered to be bravehamgést people who did not mind
working hard all day long in order to become a merican nation. The Czechs were
also well aware of the fact that the city was igant need of labour force. As there were
plentiful natural resources such in lllinois, itchene necessary to built industries to
convert those resources to goods. This implies @mtago’s potential to become a great
business centre was growing higher and higher avdese the chances of regular workers
to get better wages.

Czech immigrants mostly inhabited the area calledrNWest Side also because of the
fact that it was not far away from the industrigtly ccentre. They were quite fortunate
because this area was not much affected by firecdiased a big damage in Chicago in
1871. Though the financial loss was huge, Chicagbi& inhabitants managed to recover

quite quickly thanks to New York City whose monegiged to renew the majority of

®2 Eckertova, Kameny na prérii, 74., Mauk, Oakland,American Civilization: An Introductign 56,

VandeCreek, Ph.D., “Settlement and Immigration®.

® vandeCreek, Ph.D., “Settlement and Immigration“gtén, “A Study of Czechoslovak Immigration®, 29.
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destroyed buildings. Subsequently, time of prospdryegan for building companies. As

there were many skilled builders among Czech imamty they did not hesitate and took
part in the process of Chicago’s renewal. In mases, however, it was not an intention of
Czech immigrants to stay in inner city areas. Asnsas they managed professional
progress and earned some more money they moveof the city centre and established
themselves in the suburbs where they finally fowitht they were looking for. They

benefited from the closeness of the city but, atdame time, they enjoyed the life in the
countryside. Evidence shows that today most CzdsbaQoans still live in suburban areas

such as Stickney, Forest View or Brookfiéfd.

4.1 Czech Chicagoans and their Attitude to Education

It is also obvious that the bigger is the commuyritg higher is its tendency to involve in
political or public life. As | have already mentesh the Czechs in America had been
greatly concerned about the question of educatimm the very beginning of their arrival
to America onwards. It was especially true abows¢éhwho decided to settle in big
industrialized cities like Chicago. They realizddhtt big change occurred in vocational
education where the skilled workers did not plaghsan important role anymore. They
were not responsible for training the new laboucdo This responsibility was shifted to
board of education that was convinced that yountkars would probably achieve higher
proficiency through carefully planned training pees at school. In order for this to be
achieved, the Industrial League of lllinois wasateel in 1852 that was supposed to shape
both the public and political opinion in favouradcational educatioff,

Finally, in 1867, the Cook County Normal and TramiSchool was founded in
Chicago. Education was free of charge which meaaisaimost everybody could enrol this
institution. The education authorities believed tha absence of school fee would be good
enough motivation for parents to send their childte school. There was general
assumption among lower class families that childveunld learn more about their future
job in real life than at school. In my opinion tteal reason was much simpler than that. To

put it simply, many families were in need of mongy that they sent their children to work

* Vera A. Wilt, “Czech Americans, iThe Ethnic Handbook: A Guide to the Cultures andditions of
Chicago’s Diverse Communitieged. Cynthia Linton (lllinois: The lllinois Ethnic dalition, 1996), 47.,
Sakson-Ford,;The Czech American§6, 57, VandeCreek, Ph.D., “Settlement and Imntigm8 Cozine,
“Czechs and Bohemians®, Kugler, “A Study of Czedbweak Immigration”, 30.

® Sakson-FordThe Czech Americang8, Kugler, “A Study of Czechoslovak Immigratio6?.
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as soon as possible. In this context | would likemtention Jaroslav J. Zamrhal, the very
first headmaster of Czech origin at Chicago’s pubthool, who came with new teaching
plans for vocational education while his major feeuas on drawing and its impact on the
quality of young worker’s final performance and Brank Jirka who was a member of
Board of education in Chicago. Both of them kepghhghting the importance of
vocational education and education in general tely tbelieved that everyone possesses

certain potential that needs to be discovéfed.

4.2 Czech Chicagoans and Communication within their Community

At this point | would like to stress the importangecommunication among Czech
immigrants in Chicago that was mainly realized tiglo newspapers. Historically, the very
first Czech newspapers were published off 2dnuary 1860 in Wisconsin. In Chicago,
there were many newspapers printed both in CzedhShovak languages. John Kugler
suggests dividing those newspapers into two groumpsccordance to the kind of
information they conveyed: “First, there was thgamizational papers, printed with dues
paid by members who were very subjective in theniting; second, there were
independent papers that depended upon circulabomake money and were more
objective and popular.” (Kugler 2003, 68) Thedatbnes were newspapers and magazines
of all possible kinds including magazines for wonaem children but also for those who
were interested in political affairs €tc.

The main function of Czechoslovak print was notyotd inform and entertain the
readers but also make it possible for them to adguthe new society gradually and more
easily. The thing was that the very first generatad Czechs and Slovaks in Chicago
managed to survive without the English knowledgtheut any particular problems. The
entire neighbourhoods were Czech, so that we cabecsurprised that Czech people
preferred to go shopping to Czech shops or that gathered in Czech pubs. It was
therefore of utmost importance to help them to beedamiliar with the new environment.
In order for Czechs to have their expectations itiet,journalists published articles that

provided readers with information about other Czeaomigrants elsewhere in America,

® Kugler, “A Study of Czechoslovak Immigration”, 388, 49, 102, Duzbabova, “Czech and Polish
Migration to Chicago,"21, 22.

® Milena Strafeldova, “Krajansky tisk v USA ma podRetra Biska budoucnostRadio Praha,Cesky
rozhlas 7,2008, http://www.radio.cz/cz/cz/clanek/104877, Kargl'A Study of Czechoslovak Immigration”,
67, 68, Duzbabova, “Czech and Polish Migration kic@go," 28-30.
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about the emergence of new Czech associationalbonge all, the intention of Czech press
was to draw the readers’ attention to progresseaehli by other Czechs. In so doing the
publishers hoped to enhance the self confiden€@zeth immigrant&®

It was of utmost importance to foster the ‘Czechc@poans’ self confidence because
of the rapid modernization of the society that regfi certain participation in the
Chicago’s political life. Having experienced troeblwith discrimination and incomes that
were often lower than those of other immigrant gguCzechs began organizing
themselves within their communities in order to roye their position at labour market. It
should be also mentioned that the Czechs strictiyidad creating various unions,
believing that “[...] they would cause more harrarttgood” (Kugler 2003, 73). They took
part in the Railroad Strike of 1877 instead togetki¢h many other workers of all possible
origins. When this upheaval reached its peak, thegintervened and put the riots to end.
Nevertheless, through this strike, immigrant wosker Chicago gained strong ally in
Socialists (Social Labour Party) that took thetesin their fight for better working and
living conditions. This reveals that Chicago wa®wbto become one of the greatest
socialist cities in the USA by that time. Politidahders took action in order to solve the
negative situation. The first step to be taken wscreation of so called ‘craft unions’
initiated by Mayor Carter Harrison (1825-1893) wisooften thought of as a founder of
organized strikes as we know them today. Anothdutiem of great importance was
adopted in 1917 when the Smith-Hughes Act was passerder to direct more money
into education. The main purpose was to lower thaber of unskilled workers for whom

it was getting more and more difficult to get stejubs®®

4.3 Czech Chicagoans and Politics

As the position of Czechs as a community withinAimeerican society was improving and
they were earning more money, a shift in theirtpall preferences occurred, too. | also
want to point out that because of their unity, @&swnot very difficult to predict to whom
the Czech Americans would give their vote. As Idalready mentioned, the Czechs were

very proud of their communities which means thalytbften voted for the same political

* EckertovaKameny na prériil39, 140, Duzbabova, “Czech and Polish Migratio€hicago,“ 30, Milena
Strafeldova, “Krajansky tisk v USA mé podle Petiak& budoucnost".

®  Richard Schneirov, “Strikes, The Electronic Encyclopedia of Chicago 2005,
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/page$flBtml, Kugler, “A Study of Czechoslovak
Immigration”, 75.
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party as other members of the community. This revéaat their votes played a very
important role especially in the local politics. U¢hthey were in favour of the Republican
Party prior to the Civil War “[...] Chicago Czecblanged their allegiance in local politics
after the Democratic Party nominated a Czech foderahan in 1883.” (Cozine 2005) This
was undoubtedly a very significant moment in tretdry of Czech immigrants in Chicago.
The most important events, however, were yet toec8m

It was not easy for those Czechs who wanted to genga politics to manage
significant progress because of the fact that maoiitical posts at the local level were
already taken by Irish who came to Chicago eattian Czechs. Historically, the very first
Czech who succeeded in US politics was a lawyeruatig HaiduSek (1845-1929) who
arrived to Texas with his parents when he was d@yyears old. Having defeated an
American candidate, he became the Mayor of the tofvha Grange in 1875. As his
qualities were remarkable, he continued his paliticareer in the Texas legislature. In
1896, he was appointed new head of bank in La @r&ng

Two years after Augustin HaiduSek's death, anot@zech politician of great
importance became a Mayor of Chicago city. His navas AntonCermak (1873-1933)
and he came to the U.S. at a young age in 1892nblapent his entire life in the core of
Czech community in Lawndal€,ermak was well aware of his fellow countrymen needs
This might have helped him on his way to Chicagoity government because the
immigrants have always been more concerned abmal issues and supported those
politicians who promised to solve their problemgsiBes, he became famous due to his
opinions that were in direct contradiction with tksue of Prohibition. Prior to his election
as Mayor of Chicago, he served as a[...] secrethmpe United Societies for Local Self-
Government, a coalition of Germans, Czechs, otimenigrant communities, and brewing
and distilling interests.” (Cozine 2005) Unfortuglgt Anton Cermak’s promising career
was ended in 1933 when he was assassinated in Mifisndeath is, however, considered
to be a mystery. Some specialists claim Anermak became a victim of Chicago’s

® Cozine, “Czechs and Bohemians®, Kugler, “A Studyoakchoslovak Immigration”, 73.

' EckertovaKameny na prérii72, 140., Sakson-For@he Czech Americang6, 77.
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underworld while others are convinced tlirmak died as a hero when he stopped a
bullet that was originally meant to kill the Presidl Franklin Delano Roosevéft.

4.4 Czech Chicagoans and Cultural Life
So far, | have merely been talking about the mostopnd Czechs who achieved success
in political sphere by law making or by solving plems in public education. | feel that it
is time to point out that there were also many Gz€hicagoans who contributed to
cultural life which was undeniably equally importapart of everyday life in Czech
community. Large numbers of Czechs gathered irouarorganizations, circles or clubs.
In her thesis, Lucie Duzbabova claims that thererewapproximately 500 Czech
associations in Chicago prior to the WWI. Todaye thumber is much lower. Ivan
Dubovicky is talking about 200 Czech organizationghe entire USA. Nevertheless, it is
more than clear that the Czechs have always belomgesocially active immigrant
groups’®

It has long been a tradition among Czechs to orgatiemselves into various circles
where they could perform drama, sing or read quditierature. We cannot therefore be
surprised that they followed these routines atteirtarrival to the New Continent. There
were several major reasons why people founded thsseciations. First, especially the
first generation of immigrants was not too eagerstxialize with other than Czech
ethnicity because of the language barrier. Secenithe newcomers were seeking help or
advice within those societies because they dichage anybody else to contact. Least but
not last, it was also the purpose of those org#ioiza to maintain Czech language and
traditions which was in contradiction with the motiof assimilation on the one hand but
made the life of immigrants more pleasant on tliemwntAs an illustration, | would like to
mention a famous sports organization called Sdkal was introduced in the USA quite
early (in 1865). No wonder that the Czechs in Aceetiked the notions that characterized

72 Cozine, “Czechs and Bohemians®, Kugler, “A StudyGHechoslovak Immigration”, 76, 77, Duzbabova,
“Czech and Polish Migration to Chicago,* 25-28,ahair Marek, Cesi v Chicagu, ‘Radio Praha,Cesky
rozhlas 72005, http://www.radio.cz/cz/clanek/59622.

” Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Amerjc&7, Duzbabova, “Czech and Polish Migration to
Chicago*“, 28-30.
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Sokol. It was among its main hopes to enhance @sbers’ feeling of belonging to the
Czech natiorf?

Earlier in my bachelor thesis, | mentioned that fmst generation of Czechs in
Chicago did not need the knowledge of English lagguthat much for the entire
neighbourhoods were only populated with Czech ettyniThis does not, however, count
for second and third generations of Czech Chicagjodvhile their predecessors were
mainly reading newspapers and magazines writterCzech language, the younger
generations of Czech Chicagoans who went to Amechools and spoke fluent English
could choose between American and Czech print. Tfiyn went for the American one
because it provided them with a little bit differémd of information than the Czech print.
They wanted to keep themselves updated and in isg doey hoped to become a part of
American society more easily. Their starting poisis, however, much better than that of
their parents. The process of Americanization ok rgeneration had been speeded up
considerably as a result of their better understendf American cultural background as
well as language, of course. In other words, thay rhore American than their parents
did.”

Czech print can serve as a nice illustration of phecess of assimilation of Czech
ethnicity in Chicago. Not only had the young getierarejected the Czech newspapers, it
also had shown less interest in maintaining thecRzeiltural heritage than their parents
and grandparents. This was, however, not true adbG@zech Americans who had already
been born in Chicago. Vera A. Wilt points out thegat numbers of them still remember to
celebrate Czech national holidays and other impbdays such as St. Wenceslaus (Sept.
28) or Czechoslovak Independence Day (Oct. 28) &agy. What is more, several events
take place every year including so called HoubytitFgisor Moravian Folk Fest that enable
Czech Chicagoans to present their unique culturtheéa fellow citizens as well as to

identify themselves with their Czech rodts.

* Eckertovd,Kameny na prérii,125., Sakson-FordThe Czech American®3, Duzbabova, “Czech and
Polish Migration to Chicago,” 28-30.

” Duzbabova, “Czech and Polish Migration to Chicag8}, 32, Marek, €esi v Chicagu, “ Milena
Strafeldova, “Krajansky tisk v USA ma podle Petiak& budoucnost".
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budoucnost®, Wilt, “Czech Americans®, 48.
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4.5 Czech Chicagoans before and after WWiI|I

There is a question to be raised concerning a stamich the Czech community finds
itself at the time being. In my opinion it is n@sy to provide satisfactory answer to this
guestion, however. The thing is that certain daxts whether the Czech community can
still be referred to as a community. It is alsdidiflt to pin point the exact moment when
the Czechs became Chicagoans. There is evidenoedang to which the Czech ethnicity
would stick together before and also during the Wakile the more active ones took part
in establishing Chicagoan training centre for thad® wanted to join the Czechoslovak
Foreign Legion. Here again, we can see that itiwamture of Chicagoan Czechs to take
initiative and participate both in public or patdil life. The turning point, however,
occurred during the WWII when “[...] Chicago alstayed a very visible role as a
crossroad city” (Duis 2005). In other words, in tthexa, Chicago experienced huge
migration that was caused mainly by the urgent redddbour force. Chicago appeared to
be an industrial centre of the Midwest where alne&rything the US army needed was
produced.’

Thousands of Americans who heard of many vacamti€hicagoan factories became
streaming to the city. The consequences were sgnif for Czech ethnicity in Chicago.
When the WWII was finished very little remainedrfrmeighbourhoods where only Czech
language could be heard in the 1930s. As many peopUdifferent backgrounds were
moving in areas where mostly Czechs lived, theingahcy of Czech community was
suddenly under threat. The young generation of K£dtcagoans had found itself in the
middle of what used to be termed as ‘American mglpot’. With this | want to stress the
process of Americanization through meeting variouisures, using English language as a
means of communication. The clash between genasatibCzech immigrants was one of
many consequences that could not be avoided wielenovement out of the city might be
another one. The latter was also a sign of impi@ocial status of Czechs who, having

earned some money, were not that dependent ortheenity any moré®

" Dubovicky, Cesi v Americe: Czechs in Amerjca2, Perry R. Duis “World War 11, The Electronic
Encyclopedia of Chicago 2005, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.pegjes/1384.html, Cozine,
“Czechs and Bohemians“, Duzbabova, “Czech and Pdgration to Chicago®, 31, 32, Marek(e&si
v Chicagu®, Strafeldova, “Krajansky tisk v USA médbe Petra Biska budoucnost.

’® Cozine, “Czechs and Bohemi&n®uzbabova, “Czech and Polish Migration to Chicag¥, 32, Marek,
“Cesi v Chicagu®, Strafeldova, “Krajansky tisk v US#a podle Petra Biska budoucnost*
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Today, there are approximately 150, 000 peoplezeici descent living in lllinois.
Not only are they the naturalized Americans, mahthem also have come recently or in
one of the major emigration waves from Czechosl@/aker 1948. It should also be noted
that in this number, both Slovaks and Czechs ackided even though the need to
distinguish between these two nationalities greggér after the Czechoslovakia was
divided into two sovereign countries, the Czech ubddp and the Slovak Republic in
19937

”® Vera A. Wilt, Czech Americangl7, Marek, €esi v Chicagu®, Strafeldova, “Krajansky tisk v USié
podle Petra Biska budoucnast*
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CONCLUSION

The main goal of my bachelor thesis was to provadeoverview of major emigration
waves and to describe the most significant pustofathat drove Czech people to leave
their homeland for the USA. This was mainly achdve the first and in the second
section of my bachelor thesis.

Considering the issue of emigration from the CzZeahds to America in general, |
have realized that no well-arranged work that walddcribe this phenomenon has been
written yet. If there is someone interested in eatign he or she has to rely on memories
of those Czechs who experienced emigration firadhar books written by Czech authors
who deal with this issue. The thing about thosercasiis, however, that they typically
describe only one concrete place or period of iimisolation, so that it is very difficult to
get a complex picture of the entire process of @asuigration to the USA.

My bachelor thesis intends to draw the attentibrthe reader to the fact that
through the extensive emigration which startechim 17" century and lasted till 1989 our
nation lost many people who were both skilled ashacated.

In the second section of my bachelor thesis Itdedh the modern part of Czech
emigration history in order for reader to beconmif@ar with the major emigration waves
that occurred in the years 1948 and 1989. | haamiemany important details including
the main difference between those two emigratioougs. As far as the first group is
concerned, its members were far more positive albet future development in
Czechoslovakia and believed in possible restoratfaemocracy in our country while the
emigrants from August 1968 were rather scepticatiwban be also seen in their minimal
political involvement abroad.

In the third half of my bachelor thesis, | hadl@ser look at the spatial distribution
and assimilation of the Czech minority and | haseand out that there are Czechs to be
found almost everywhere in the USA. Therefore, lehanly chosen those US states that
are referred to as the biggest Czech immigrantresmh the USA. The most space in this
chapter | dedicated to Texas because, as | halieeeait was very popular with those
Czechs who came to the USA in order to buy landl@ame farmers. In almost all the
sources | used, the land was mentioned as thecuoshon pull factor while the religious
freedom together with economic success followedtheumore, | mentioned lowa and
Wisconsin in order to compare the life in Ameriddidwest to that in American South. As

far as the process of assimilation is concernetvasg long and difficult process to go



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 51

through. Minimal knowledge of English language thge with the unwillingness of
Czechs to socialize with other than their own atityliwas among the most significant
problems. As | have found out, it was the time &itorical events such as industrial
revolution or WWII that solved those problems andwed the assimilation of the Czech
minority.

Finally, the last part of my bachelor thesis ethiwas aimed at the Czech
community in Chicago city reveals that Czechs stadoming to Chicago quite early in
the 1850s which means that they witnessed its raplgstrial development and they took
an important part in it, too. | have realized t@aechs lived as a community till the WWII
and even though the members of the second gerneratiommigrants usually knew
English language already and felt more as a paftnodérican society than their parents, at

least some of them did not forget about their Czeain.
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